but Jackson and Harman remained in their beds; they were all in a state of stupor and insensibility, from which it was found impossible to rouse them, and they were brought up upon the deck, manifesting no other sign of life than a difficult and laborious breathing. The air of the forecastle was of a sulphurous and suffocating character, and, on investigation, it was found that the smoke and fumes arising from the combustion of the coals had been prevented from escaping by the removal of the upper division of the chimney, so that the orifice was several inches below the level of the deck, and consequently the smoke, instead of ascending, would be driven downwards by the wind. The hatchway, which was large enough to admit a full-sized man, had been inclosed throughout the night. The coals which had been used were from the Ouse, and seemed to be of a very inferior quality, containing rather a large proportion of sulphur.
From the foregoing account it would appear that the atmosphere of the forecastle must have undergone a gradual deterioration, by the admixture of sulphurous and carbonic acid gases, which were generated by the combustion of the coals. The Chest: The pleura pulmonalis and costalis were united rather extensively by strong adhesions, apparently of long standing. A large quantity of partially coagulated blood was found in the right side of the heart and pulmonary arteries; and the vasa vasorum were unusually distinct at the origins of the aorta and pulmonary artery.
The lungs presented nothing worthy of notice.
